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Newsletter
TRAN meetings of 11th and 12th October 2017

Editorial by Karima Delli
Dear friends,

The Citizens’ event on the future of transport has been, without a
doubt, one of the highlights of the last TRAN meeting. It was a
modest contribution from the TRAN Committee to merge the gap
between citizens and the EU institutions and I was delighted that
many of you were present, either in person or through social media.
It showed that citizens have a real interest in the work of our
committee and that we need to pursue and deepen the dialogue
with you.
The discussions on the road package have kicked off with a first exchange of views with the Commission and a
successful joint hearing with the EMPL Committee on the working conditions of mobile workers in transport.
Our Committee will continue to give the floor to experts and stakeholders on the road package with a hearing
on the internal market and social aspects of the package on 22 November, and another one on the road pricing
aspects on 23 November. More information and the programme will be available on the TRAN Committee
webpage. We will not spare our efforts to solve the issues the road sector and its workers are currently facing.

In this edition...
 Amending Directive 2010/40/EU as regards the period for adopting delegated acts
 Driving licences and training of drivers of certain road vehicles
 Cross-border parcel delivery services
 Euro-Mediterranean Aviation Agreement with the Kingdom of Morocco
 Saving Lives: Boosting Car Safety in the EU
 A European Strategy for Low-Emission Mobility
 Promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources
 The next MFF: Preparing the EP’s position on MFF post-2020
 C0² emissions from heavy-duty vehicles
 Citizens’Event “Future of Transport”
 Decarbonisation of EU Transport - Presentation by Policy Department
 Exchange of views with Mr Jean Todt, UN Special Envoy on Road Safety
 Exchange of views with DG MOVE on Mobility Package
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Amending Directive 2010/40/EU as regards
the period for adopting delegated acts
Consideration of amendments and vote

 Rapporteur: Gesine Meissner (ALDE)
 Ordinary Legislative procedure, report
 Vote in Plenary: tbd

The aim of this Decision amending Directive 2010/40/EU
(the ITS Directive) is to replace Article 12, referring to a
period of seven years of delegation of power, and
harmonise it with common practice in force for the use
of delegated acts.

The Rapporteur focused on the amendments addressing
the duration of the delegation of powers of five years
with automatic renewal, instead of indeterminate
duration, and the empowerment to adopt delegated
acts. She agreed with the Council’s general approach and
proposed the same changes as EP amendments. The
Report was adopted as amended by Mrs Meissner, with
42 votes in favour, 0 against and 0 abstentions. The
Council could now accept the EP position at first reading
without amendments, and this would obviate the need
for trilogues.

Proposal for a Directive on driving licences
and periodic training of drivers of certain
road vehicles
Consideration of amendments and vote

 Rapporteur: Peter Lundgren (EFDD)
 Ordinary Legislative procedure, report
 Vote in Plenary: tbd

The Rapporteur and the Shadows congratulated each
other on the very good cooperation and progress they
have made ahead of the Committee vote the following
day. Mr Lundgren's report was adopted with no
abstentions and no vote against, paving the way for the
Rapporteur to open the trilogue negotiations under the
Estonian Presidency. MEPs were convinced that adopted
changes, including a few exemptions granted to vehicles
driven within a limited radius from their base, driven for
maintenance purposes or powered by alternative
energy, would improve the proposal. The Rapporteur
was quite hopeful it was possible to reach an agreement
with the Council before the end of the year.

Proposal for a Regulation of the European
Parliament and of the Council on cross-
border parcel delivery services
Vote

 Rapporteur: Lucy Anderson (S&D)
 Ordinary Legislative procedure, report
 Plenary announcement: October II

The report was adopted with 43 votes in favour, 3
against and no abstentions.

The Committee also voted on entering into negotiations
with the Council and the Commission with 42 votes in
favour, 1 against and 2 abstentions.

Euro-Mediterranean Aviation Agreement
between the European Community and its
Member States, of the one part, and the
Kingdom of Morocco –
Consideration of draft recommendation and vote

 Rapporteur: Dominique Riquet (ALDE)
 Consent procedure, report
 Vote in Plenary: November (tbd)

The report was adopted with 44 votes in favour, 0
against and 0 abstentions.

Saving Lives: Boosting Car Safety in the EU
Vote

 Rapporteur: Dieter-Lebrecht Koch (EPP)
 Own initiative procedure, report
 Vote in Plenary: Nov 2017

TRAN adopted its own-initiative report with 43 votes in
favour, 1 against and 1 abstention.
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A European Strategy for Low-Emission
Mobility
Vote

 Rapporteur: Bas Eickhout (Greens/EFA)
 Own initiative procedure, Rule 54 with ENVI
 Vote in Plenary: December

TRAN adopted its own-initiative report by 25 votes in
favour, 10 against and 10 abstentions.

Promotion of the use of energy from
renewable resources

 Rapporteur: Bas Eickhout (Greens/EFA)
 Opinion to ITRE
 Vote in ITRE: 28 November 2017
 Vote in Plenary: tbd

Upon a request by the Rapporteur and in order to allow
for more time to negotiate compromise amendments,
the vote on this opinion has been postponed to a next
meeting.

The next MFF: Preparing the EP’s position on
MFF post-2020
Consideration of draft opinion

 Rapporteur: Marian-Jean Marinescu (EPP)
 Opinion to BUDG
 Vote in TRAN: 23 November 20174
 Vote in BUDG: February 2017
 Vote in Plenary: tbc

The Committee discussed TRAN's input regarding the
preparation of the EP position on MFF post-2020. The
Rapporteur's draft opinion stressed the need for the
next MFF to enable adequate EU funding of transport
infrastructure investment in the TEN-T, both under
renewed CEF and Cohesion Fund approaches, and
including a robust grant funding base, complemented by
EFSI and blending instruments, and further involving the
private sector.

Shadow Rapporteurs and Members supported the draft
opinion in the debate, and called for a strong focus to
support investment in sustainable transport aimed at
strengthening connectivity and cohesion throughout the
EU. Members also pointed out areas requiring specific
attention, such as improving road infrastructure,

infrastructure maintenance, railway electrification links
to third countries and the tourism sector. The
Commission underlined the importance of securing
sufficient budgetary resources in order to ensure further
completion of the TEN-T core and comprehensive
networks and advance cross-cutting initiatives that
support digitalisation and decarbonisation in transport.

CO2 emissions from heavy-duty vehicles
Consideration of draft opinion

 Rapporteur: Nicola Caputo (S&D)
 Opinion to ENVI
 Vote in TRAN: 4 December 2017
 Vote in ENVI: 11 January 2018
 Vote in Plenary: tbd

The heavy duty vehicles sector is a significant source of
emissions, representing about 20% of all transport
emissions. Due to the fact that CO2 emissions and fuel
consumption from new heavy duty vehicles have so far
not been monitored in an objective and comparable
manner, they have not hitherto been subject to CO2

limits, as has been the case for passenger cars and vans.

The Commission has announced its intention to come
forwards with proposals to introduce emission
standards for trucks and busses. However, that can only
be done on the basis of properly monitored and
reported CO2 emissions on the basis of a commonly
agreed methodology. The Commission proposal lays
down precise requirements for the monitoring and
reporting of CO2 emissions from and fuel consumption
of new heavy duty vehicles registered in the EU from
2020 onwards.

The rapporteur presented his draft opinion, in which he
supported the Commission proposal and suggested a
few amendments to further strengthen it.

Citizens’ Event – “Future of Transport”

On Wednesday afternoon, the Committee opened its
doors to the “Citizens’ Event”. It is the first time a
Committee has organised such an event. Its purpose was
to involve citizens in the TRAN Committee’s work and
activities and give them the possibility to engage actively
with MEPs. The topic, “The future of transport in the EU”
was meant to be broad to give citizens the possibility to
ask questions on various topics.
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Mr Paquet, Deputy Secretary General of the
Commission, a former DG MOVE Director, introduced
the Citizens’ Event. The second speaker was Mr Xavier
Tackoen, from Fabrique des Mobilités. The discussion
was very lively. Numerous questions were asked by the
public present in the room and through Twitter,
touching upon the railway package, automated cars,
transport investment and financing for start-ups, car-
sharing and cybersecurity. After the Chairwoman
collected input from citizens, MEPs and the two guests
replied to questions and contributed to the debate.

Decarbonisation of EU Transport
Presentation by Policy Department

The study, elaborated by CE Delft and TERP, is part of the
research for TRAN Committee, committed by the Policy
Department.

The Members took note of the conclusions of the study,
presented by the representative of "CE Delft", Mr Anco
Hoen, and held a vivid debate on the topic.

The expert reminded that unlike in most other sectors,
GHG emissions from transport continued to increase in
the last years and underlined that more policies are
needed to put transport back on course to deliver its
medium and long-term targets, according to the Paris
Agreement.

The study shows that current technologies are
insufficient to meet future transport GHG reduction
targets. Large-scale innovations and investments are
needed, in a range of areas. It also highlights that current
policies are insufficient to meet future transport GHG
targets and suggests:

The adoption of a framework to achieve large-scale
uptake of electric and hydrogen-powered vehicles, to

reduce demand for both fossil fuels and biofuels in road
transport; long-term decarbonisation policies for
aviation and maritime shipping; adequate sustainability,
security of supply and affordability of the large volumes
of renewable fuels; a stable policy framework that
provides an attractive market environment for financing
the R&D and investments; ensuring cost-effectiveness of
these developments, focusing on cost reductions,
through innovation, R&D and economies of scale; aiming
for a level playing field between transport modes.

Members appreciated the study, including in the
perspective of the mobility package. The own-initiative
report on low-emission mobility adopted by TRAN in the
same meeting substantiates the importance given by the
Committee to this significant horizontal issue.

Exchange of views with Mr Jean Todt,
UN Special Envoy on Road Safety
The Committee held a broad and vivid debate on road
safety issues together with the UN Special Envoy on
Road Safety, Mr Jean Todt. As President of the FIA
(Fédération Internationale de L'Automobile), he has
elevated road safety to a priority through the FIA Action
for Road Safety campaign. He presented to the
Committee the latest FIA campaign - #3500LIVES -
outlining 10 rules that can help save lives.

Members actively participated in the debate, calling to
include road safety in the EU’s social agenda, as it has
the potential to impact so many lives. Beyond human
suffering, road traffic deaths and injuries lead to
significant economic and financial losses. MEPs called for
improving drivers’ training, and also raising general
awareness of road safety issues, beginning at school.
Improving road safety requires improving road
infrastructure as well, developing technical innovation
for vehicles, and also changing people’s habits and
educating them to respect other road users.

This topic has been one of the TRAN priorities for many
years, and the own-initiative report by Mr Koch (EPP) on
“Saving Lives: Boosting Car Safety in the EU” adopted by
TRAN, constituted a further contribution to that cause.
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Exchange of views with DG MOVE on
Mobility Package
Market and social aspects

The Commission presented the broad lines of the
proposals on the social/internal market pillar. Many
Members took the floor in the debate, highlighting
issues such as:

 social dumping;
 the need to address so-called "letterbox

companies";
 the differences in wages and labour conditions

in different parts of Europe;
 the most appropriate rules on "cabotage";
 the need for a quick roll-out of "smart

tachographs";
 the importance of maintaining a properly

functioning internal market in the haulage
sector, and

 the need and possibilities for proper
enforcement of the rules.

On the proposal on driving and rest times, several
Members questioned the proposed ban on sleeping in
lorry cabins, linking it to the issue of the lack of safe and
secure parking places, and of suitable accommodation.
Members called for more precise definitions, such as the
meaning of a request to return home after a certain
period of driving. Smart tachographs are seen as a
solution to the enforcement issues. A study on this
matter will be available in early 2018 to help with the
decision- making.

Road charging
The second part of the exchange of views with the
Commission was dedicated to the proposals on the
Eurovignette and on the interoperability of the
European Electronic Toll Services (EETS). These
proposals were generally well-received by TRAN
Members.

With regard to the Eurovignette, Members usually
supported the "Polluter pays principle", but underlined
that peripheral regions cannot be penalised. They were
also in favour of extending the scope of the Directive to
buses, coaches, vans and private cars. Members
mentioned that the definition of "external revenues"
need to be improved and that there should be
guarantees that revenues are assigned to road
maintenance and road safety. But some Members
stressed that a balance should be found between
assigning revenues to the transport Ministry and the
Finance Ministry.

With regard to the proposal on Interoperability EETS, no
major problem was underlined during the discussion.
Members, however, pointed out that there could be a
legal issue with the delegation of powers to the
Commission to decide on the technologies. They
stressed that technologies to ensure interoperability
were available but not yet implemented on the
European market.

Recent events:
Joint EMPL/TRAN public hearing on working conditions of mobile workers in transport

Date: 16 October 2017 - 15:00-17:00

The invited guest speakers gave presentations covering the legislative proposals on the market and social parts of the
mobility package. The presentations were followed by a lively exchange of views with the Members. The latter raised
questions on a wide range of issues, such as the possible causes for the poor implementation of European legislation
in this area, the lack of adequate facilities where drivers spend their rest time, the consequences for SMEs of the
proposed three-day rule for how long drivers would be permitted to stay in a foreign EU country before they fall under
the local labour rules. Questions were also raised on how to solve issues arising from letterbox companies, the
shortage of drivers, as well as general road safety issues. They invited associations in the road sector to try to work
together on feasible solutions to such issues. Members were also interested in knowing how digitization, including
smart tachographs, can contribute to a more efficient enforcement of rules. The fact that all proposals in this package
are interlinked needs to be taken into account when amending them.
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Next TRAN Committee meeting: planned draft agenda - To be confirmed

Thursday 9 November 2017, (09h00-12h30)

 Promotion of the use of energy from renewable resources – vote (tbc)
 INI Report on A European Strategy on Cooperative Intelligent Transport Systems – consideration of draft report
 Presentation of a study on taxation in tourism by the European Commission, DG GROW
 Presentation by the European Commission of Commission Staff Working Document on Nautical Tourism –

SWD(2017)0126
 Amended proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of the Air transport Agreement between the

European Community and its member States, of the one part, and the United States of America, of the other
part – presentation of draft report

Meeting room: P1A002 (PHS)

TRAN Committee meetings 2017, Brussels
Wednesday, 22 November, 9h00-12h30
Wednesday, 22 November, 15h00-18h30
Thursday, 23 November, 9h00-12h30

Monday, 4 December, 15h00-18h30

Useful links
TRAN website: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/TRAN
Policy Department Publication in the European Parliament:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/supporting-analyses.html
European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters: http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php
European Railway Agency newsletters: http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter
European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters: http://www.emsa.europa.eu/news-a-press-centre/newsletters.html
SESAR Joint Undertaking news: http://www.sesarju.eu/newsroom/all-news
Innovation& Networks Executive Agency: http://ec.europa.eu/inea/en
DG MOVE newsletter: http://ec.europa.eu/transport/media/newsletter_en
Estonian Presidency of the Council: https://www.eu2017.ee/

Follow us on Twitter: @EP_Transport

For more information and to subscribe, please contact the TRAN Secretariat:
tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu


